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real co-operation between the teacher and 
the librarian. 

The third topic was stoby-telling and 
club woek. Lillian Smith, of the Toronto 
Library, spoke enthusiastically of the re- 
sults of both these activities and read two 
short compositions by club children as il- 
lustrations of what club work means to 
library children. The value and impor- 
tance of training for story-telling to chil- 
dren was presented by Nina C. Brotherton, 
principal of the Carnegie Library School, 
who named the "essentials" to be obtained 
by training — namely, (1) instruction in the 
selection of material; (2) instruction in 
adaptation of stories (for various ages 
and types of children); (3) instruction 
in method of presentation, with practice 
under supervision before groups of chil- 
dren. 

beading fob cbedit was well presented 
by Marion F. Schwab of the Brooklyn Pub- 
lic Library, who said that reading should 
be a recreation rather than an obligation 
on the part of children and that teacher 
and librarian should emphasize the joy and 
companionship which they will find in 
books, not the piling up of school credits 
for reading done. The last topic, attend- 
ance at the a. l. a., was discussed by 
Mary B. Day, who spoke of the benefit 
and inspiration gained from this getting 
together for the discussion of our every- 
day problems. 

After announcements by the chairman, 
the session was adjourned in order that a 



film might be shown of the children's li- 
brary work in France. (See Special Ses- 
sion, page 155.) After the showing of the 
film a special business meeting was held 
for the presentation of committee reports. 
The report of the Booklist Committee was 
read and accepted and a motion made and 
carried that a new committee be appointed 
to continue this work. The chair appointed 
Miss Knapp and Miss Jerome, Miss Knapp 
being chairman with the power to appoint 
other members to the committee as she 
deems it necessary. 

A second business session was held Fri- 
day evening, June 24th, at which two new 
committees were created; (1) a Committee 
on Book Evaluation to consist of five mem- 
bers each to serve one year, to be appointed 
by the incoming chairman; (2) a Publicity 
Committee to develop work with children, 
to consist of three members to be appointed 
by the incoming chairman. At this meet- 
ing the following resolution was passed: 

The children's section requests that the 
American Library Association provide, if 
possible, from its War Service Fund, sev- 
eral thousand dollars to establish a model 
children's room in the Paris Library. 

The following officers were elected: 
Chairman, Clara W. Hunt, Superintendent 
of the Children's Department, Brooklyn 
Public Library; Vice-chairman, Gertrude 
E. Avey, Chief Children's Librarian, Cin- 
cinnati Public Library; Secretary, Lenore 
St. John Power, of the New York Public 
Library. 

Gbace Endicott, 
Secretary. 
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The College and Reference Section met 
on Friday afternoon, June 24th. About 
two hundred and fifty attended. Dr. A. 
H. Shearer of the Grosvenor Library pre- 
sided. 

Dr. M. L. Raney of Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity spoke on the present status of 
foreign book-buying. He took up first the 
book trade with Germany and went into 
the different plans of the German pub- 



lishers, the Bursenverein, the booksellers 
and the government. The general advice 
was that twice the domestic rate plus ten 
per cent was a very fair price. As to 
English books, Dr. Raney defended his 
bulletin entitled 100% Profit Plus and gave 
figures and reasoning which showed that 
some American publishers had evidently 
made much more than 100% profit. He 
then went on to show how some houses 
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had come down and advised acceptance 
of the rate of the English price at cur- 
rent exchange for the shilling plus two 
cents per shilling for expense, or direct 
importation if the book could be waited 
for. Parcel post was advised in preference 
to freight always. The proposition of the 
Agence de Librairie et de Publications 
(A. L. P.) was discussed at length, with 
regard to new books, periodicals, and 
antiquities. Comments will appear in 
Bulletin 9 of the Book Buying Committee. 

N. L. Goodrich of Dartmouth College 
gave a statement of some fairly extensive 
buying in Germany by a member of the 
faculty. Five thousand one hundred 
and five volumes were secured, many or 
most of them sets of scientific periodicals. 
At present another man is doing the same 
thing, whose expenses are being paid, and 
it is estimated that the total cost will be 
about $1.35 a volume. Mr. Goodrich con- 
firmed the statement of Dr. Raney about 
mail being preferable to freight. 

F. L. Hopper of the A. L. A. Committee 
on Administration spoke on the A. L. A. 
questionnaire for library statistics. Is 
the form suitable? Can it be revised to 
apply to both reference and circulating 
libraries, or shall there be a separate 
form for the former? Upon the conclusion 
of Mr. Hopper's statement of the problem, 
it was moved that a committee be ap- 
pointed from the section to work with the 
administration committee. 

H. O. Brigham of the Rhode Island 
State Library presented the plans of the 
Information Section of the National Re- 
search Council. The Council was organ- 
ized during the war and has been con- 
tinued, receiving $5,000,000 from the Car- 
negie Corporation, in part for a building, 
$500,000 from the Rockefeller Foundation, 
and other amounts from the General Edu- 
cation Board, the Commonwealth Board, 
and several corporations. Bulletins, and 
reprints and circulars are issued. The 
organ is the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Science. The purpose is to 
assist research in various ways, to en- 
courage research in universities and col- 
leges, to link industrial concerns with re- 



search work, to urge the support of spe- 
cial libraries, to publish papers, to prepare 
bibliographies. The Information Service 
is a clearing house for scientific informa- 
tion to co-operate with informational 
sources, including libraries, laboratories, 
research institutions and individuals. It 
obtains information about problems and 
work in process, and issues bulletins with 
information about laboratories and funds 
available for research. Inquiries are 
answered without charge, but there is a 
fee for special research. The Council is 
independent of the government and of 
any commercial organization. The Re- 
search Information Service is headed by 
Dr. Robert M. Yerkes and has its head- 
quarters in Washington. 

Dr. C. W. Andrews of the John Crerar 
Library stated that two members of the 
Council were present, H. W. Craver and 
himself, and added to points of interest to 
libraries, — that the Council had exerted 
influence on the Smithsonian to re-issue 
Bolton; and hoped to take a census of 
American libraries for research. Miss 
Oberly of the Bureau of Plant Industry 
said that there was proposed the estab- 
lishment of a clearing house for duplicate 
separates and duplicate periodicals. It 
has also been suggested that there should 
be co-operation with reference libraries in 
reproducing at cost of time short reference 
lists. 

At this point the letter of R. J. Usher 
of the John Crerar Library was read. 

Mr. Usher's letter called attention to the 
value of the bibliographies prepared in the 
Library of Congress and the New York 
Public Library and also those of consid- 
erable size issued by the National Research 
Council and the Technical Association of 
the Paper and Pulp Industry. 

A small authoritative reference list 
which can be kept in the file near the ref- 
erence desk is the most useful to the busy 
librarian. Short lists, when the subject 
is new, are of great value. 

The reader desires a selected list, 
authoritatively annotated and made up of 
about six entries. Mr. Usher suggested 
that such lists be published in one of the 
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library journals, and also a department of 
Notes and Queries, where queries might 
be sent, and which would serve as a clear- 
ing house and stimulate co-operation in 
reference work among the libraries. Mr. 
Usher's plea was for short reference lists 
authoritatively prepared, easily filed away 
for convenient reference and thus always 
at hand. 

Walter L. Brown of the Buffalo Public 
Library followed, and speaking from the 
standpoint of the public libraries, said 
they were in especial need of short lists 
backed by authorities. Such lists would 
count for a great deal more than lists 
made by public libraries themselves. 

H. M. Lydenberg presented the work of 
the Committee on Foreign Periodicals of 
the War Period, and read parts of its re- 
port, which is printed in the Annual Re- 
ports, 1920-1921, pp. 41-44. Sloog of the 
A. L. A. referred to certain possibilities of 
filling in periodicals, and Dr. Andrews in 
his discussion said that of one hundred 
and fifty-one periodicals for which 1917 and 
1918 numbers were still lacking, Harrasso- 
witz had reported fifty-three dead, so that 
it might be found that gaps in American 
libraries were not so serious as feared. 

Jennie Welland, editor of the New York 
Times Index, presented the suggestion of 
a monthly issue of the New York Times 
Index, with an annual cumulation, and 
asked for serious consideration by members 
of the section in the event of a question- 
naire being sent out by the Times. 

Mrs. May Lamberton Becker spoke of her 
work as editor of the Readers Guide in the 
New York Evening Post. 

Mary A. Hartwell, of the Superintendent 
of Documents office, could not answer the 
question: When will Volume 2 of the 
Checklist of V. 8. Documents be issued? 
She spoke of the loss of catalogers from 
the office during the war and since be- 
cause of low salaries. The 64th Congress 
Document Catalog for the two years end- 
ing June 30, 1917, she said, should be ready 
for the printer this fall or winter, and 
nothing can be done about the checklist 
until the document catalogs are brought 
up to date. 



Later, Mr. Tweedell made a motion, 
which was carried, to the effect that the 
chairman of the section should write to 
the proper authorities at Washington, , 
letters of appreciation of the catalogs and 
indexes of the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments office and asking that the necessary 
steps be taken to hasten the preparation 
of the document catalog and to compile 
the needed checklist supplement and in- 
dex. 

Agnes C. Doyle of the Boston Public Li- 
brary read a paper on the necessity fob 

A CO-OPERATIVE INDEX OF COATS-OF-ABMS. She 

spoke of the increasing interest in heraldry 
by Americans, of the time spent in libraries 
concerned in geneological research in in- 
vestigating coats-of-arms for readers, in the 
many false readings of heraldic signs and 
the few excellent books on the subject, and 
made the general proposition of a "co-oper- 
ative index of coats-of-arms, found in au- 
thentic works, arranged on an easy plan," 
through co-operation of libraries under any 
one of a number of proposed plans. 

George B. Utley and W. S. Merrill, of 
the Newberry Library, and Katherine P. 
Loring of Beverly also spoke on this sub- 
ject. 

C. J. Barr of Yale spoke in reference to 
the checking of the pamphlet, Serials of 
an International Character, Bulletin S of 
the Institute of International Educa- 
tion, and F. K. W. Drury of Brown Uni- 
versity presented an example of reducing 
cost of binding to a minimum by stapling 
certain kinds of works. 

The Nominating Committee, Messrs 
Lydenberg and Drury, presented the fol- 
lowing committee for the conduct of the 
section, which was elected: Charles J. 
Barr, Yale, Chairman; W. E. Henry, Uni- 
versity of Washington; E. D. Tweedell, The 
John Crerar Library. The following com- 
mittee on Questionnaire for College and 
Reference Libraries was also appointed: 
James T. Gerould, Princeton University, 
Chairman; Dr. Louis R. Wilson, North 
Carolina; F. F. Hopper, New York Public 
Library; R. J. Usher, John Crerar Library; 
F. K. W. Drury, Brown University. 



